LORD  OXFORD  WAS SHAKESPEARE
commenced with A Midsummer Nights Dream in
1573 as a writer and amateur actor, and in 1585
adopted independently the pseudonym of "Will
Shakespeare." He wrote twenty-five of the plays
attributed to " Shakespeare/5 nineteen unaided,
and the rest perhaps in collaboration with the
Earl of Derby. The other was Shakspere of
Stratford, a contemporary dramatist of conspicu-
ous ability, who started revising old plays in 1590,
and wrote twenty-five plays in all. [The majority
of these were rejected by the selectors of the First
Folio, and appeared, some anonymously, others
under the name of Shakespeare, or the initials
"W. S."] Admiral Holland has shown that the
plays are full of contemporary references and he
supplied valuable evidence for antedating the
majority of them.
Professor Gilbert Slater admits that his interest
in the Shakespearean problem was " created
suddenly and accidentally." He covers the entire
ground in his scholarly and attractive book Seven
Shakespeares, and writes his conclusions (p. 205):
"If I could, I would now present the case against
this theory, but I cannot, To the best of my
knowledge, no reply to the Oxfordians has been
published. Nor can I make out any substantial
adverse case myself/' He found himself once
arguing in favour of Butler's thesis with regard to
the Odyssey in the company of certain Academic
professors of English. With one voice they pro-
82